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Linda C. Ehrlich 

The Films of Kore-eda 
Hirokazu 
An Elemental Cinema 

Series: East Asian Popular Culture 

A unique examination of the films of awardwinning Japanese director Koreeda  
Hirokazu through the lens of a traditional Japanese appreciation of 
Nature, and through the themes of liminality, trauma and recovery, and new 
configurations of family 

A presentation of Koreeda Hirokazu’s oeuvre as a connected whole with  

overarching thematic concerns, despite his frequent generic experimentation 

   A comprehensive analysis of Koreeda Hirokazu’s first 13 feature films and four of 

his documentaries 
 

The Films of KOREEDA Hirokazu: An Elemental Cinema draws readers into the world of  

awardwinning Japanese film director KOREEDA Hirokazu. With his recent top prize at the  
Cannes Film Festival for Shoplifters, Koreeda is arguably Japan’s greatest living director with an  
international viewership. He  approaches difficult subjects (child abandonment, suicide,  
marginality) with a realistic and compassionate eye. The lyrical tone of the writing of Japanese  
film scholar Dr. Linda C. Ehrlich perfectly complements the understated, yet powerful, tone of the  
films.  

From An Elemental Cinema, readers will gain a special understanding of Koreeda’s films  

through a novel connection to the natural elements as reflected in Japanese traditional aesthetics. 
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