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I would like to tell you more about the nature of the project, who I am and why I am undertaking this research, and how you were selected for the project. I would also like to inform you about how your data will be used and the protections of your privacy and confidentiality that are in place. 
Who is doing the survey
Erin Patrick, master’s student in Museum Studies at the University of Leicester.
What is the project/survey for
This project, while fulfilling the requirements for MSc in Museum Studies, seeks to develop a better understanding of how tools to preserve and share the critical knowledge of fossil preparators might be created and what purposes they might fulfill. Fossil preparation is a vital field and requires a large body of knowledge, but the work is often underappreciated. This project is using the format of a web-based resource to explore the potential of creating an awareness of fossil preparation while providing practical tools and support for those working within the field. 
How you were selected
Participants were found using academic literature, museum websites, and preparation-related societies (Association for Materials and Methods in Paleontology, preparator’s section of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, Natural History Collections listserver). Participants sourced from literature and institutional websites were selected based on job title or employment description that stated or suggested involvement with fossil preparation.
Your role in completing the project/survey
After reading this information, you will be asked to respond to a series of statements thereby providing consent for me to use your survey responses as part of my research. Without your written consent I cannot use any answers provided. The next page contains the six question survey which should take approximately five minutes to complete. All responses will be returned to me through the Google Form you received. Your answers will enable me to discuss the background of today’s preparators, what preparators currently have in terms of support, and what assistance they would like to have in the future.
Your rights
Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary and you are free to withdraw from the project at any time before June 21, 2019 (when the survey closes) without having to give a reason. If you are uncertain or uncomfortable about any aspect of your participation, please contact the researcher listed at the top of this letter to discuss your concerns or request clarification on any aspect of the study.
Protecting your confidentiality
Any information you supply will be treated confidentially. All responses discussed in the report will be anonymized and any personal information collected will only be used to identify participants in case of a wish to withdraw their responses. All data will be kept in a password protected file on a private computer. Data may be kept for up to one year following the submission of the report, and afterwards will be erased.

Your data will be kept in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016.
If you have any questions about the ethical conduct of the research please contact the Research Ethics Officer, Dr Jennifer Walklate, on jaw72@le.ac.uk. 

Thank you, 
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Erin Patrick
