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For the following you will use a test database constructed for the purposes of this project.  The database includes all WorldCat records within Library Science very broadly defined (all DDC

000 and LC A & Z).  The database and its search interface are found at:

http://fast.oclc.org/Pitt.html
The userID and password are both PittGuest.

Part I.

1.  Search for the topic of Newspapers in your home state.  Search using the “FAST Subject Keywords” tab and do another search using the “LC Subject Keywords” tab.  
2.  Which state did you search?  How many results are found for each search tab?  
Illinois newspapers:  

78 hits by using “FAST Subject Keywords” tab
18 hits by using the “LC Subject Keywords” tab
2.  Compare the results and if they are different, explain why they are different.

Only 1 record is included in both sets of the first 10 search results.

In the search results using the LCSH tab, I initially assumed [first four records] that either both words (Illinois and Newspapers) contained in the same LCSH string, or that full separate words contained in any LCSH strings has resulted in the search result. However, this assumption is not true in other examples.  I find it difficult to come up with good reasons for the search results.
Part II.

1.  Select four topics of interest to you that would be found in this database (e.g., the topic of a paper you are to write for a class).  Please work independently so that as many different topics as possible will be represented in the collected results.  

2.  Search each topic using both the “FAST Subject” tab and the “LC Subject” tab.  However, search two topics in FAST first and the other two topics in LC first.
FAST 1 Bird watching (Forest preserves [0 hit])

FAST 2 Elder lawyers (0 hit, both in FAST and FAST Authority File)

LCSH 1 Golf humor

LCSH2  Cultural diversity
3.  Answer the following questions for each topic:

a.  What is the topic you searched? 

Forest preserves, initially  


Bird watching

b.  Which tab did you use first, FAST or LC? 


FAST, first.

c.  What search terms did you start with?

Initially, I searched for Forest preserves.  Because my search yielded to 0 hit, and because FAST authorities does not have the term, I changed to Bird watching after looking it up in the FAST Authorities.

d.  What steps did you take in revising your search?

(See my explanation at d. above.)

e.  How many records were retrieved in your final results set when searching FAST?

33 hits for Bird watching in FAST and LCSH; the same order of 33 hits. 
f.  How many records were retrieved in your final results set when searching LC?
4 hits for Golf humor in both FAST and LCSH

1 hit for Cultural diversity in both FAST and LCSH 

g.  If the numbers of records are different in the results for FAST vs. the results for LC, explain why they are different.
Part III.

1.  For two of your topics from Part II, search each topic through the FAST Authority File (indirect search).  Compare the results with what you found in Part II.

Cultural diversity is found in the FAST Authority File, but not as a topical heading.  Cultural diversity is a corporate body name, as in 

110 2  North Dakota State University.   $b Institute for the Study of Cultural Diversity 
