Program
5 pm Monday September 28, 2015

Yale School Forestry & Envion. S. 

Marsh Hall Rotunda
360 Prospect  St., New Haven

 William Meredith Foundation Award 2015 to Andrew Oerke
Andrew Oerke began as a poet and professor of literature. He left Academia as “ poet in residence” at a Great Books University to join the Peace Corps to “ live his poetry”.  His poetry became extremely rich in images and far more insightful, including  his non-fiction such as The Future of the Western Hemisphere. Andrew’s intended his poems to save and nourish the human spirit from the depression and mechanical mode of our present linear world.  He worked with the Peace Corps in African and Latin America/Caribbean. He joined Partnership for Productivity as President where he worked throughout the developing world with the poorest of the poor from 1966 in Kakamega, Kenya giving small loans to microfinance enterprises. This resulted in work in 68 nations globally. He then in his retirement worked as CEO of a not-for profit which worked on restoring the coastal vegetation from pollution in tropical locations including post-oil-  spills while writing his poetry during all occasions, celebrating nature in Africa, the Western Hemisphere, Asia, and North America.  
Andrew also believed that “The problem of the sustainability of the human spirit is as important as any other humanity now faces.” He believed poetry to be an important key in sustaining and energizing the human spirit: “He continually stressed, “It is poetry that has given voice to the great ideals that we all live by and will save us from this prosaic, linear world we live in.” 

The Meredith award reads  “ In this year’s 2015 William Meredith Award for poetry, Andrew Oerke writes what must be the definitive analysis of walls with his own elf-like wit and magic. There is no freedom without discipline; form gives rise to structure. Walls are barriers; walls limit us; walls constrain us like time; holding us “green and dying;” yet we are able to “sing in our chains like the sea,” as Dylan Thomas tells us. 

“Oerke’s collection, THE WALL examines every aspect of separation that walls imply from to the limitations of love to those of language itself  (“Words be a Window, Words be a Wall”).  It is a tour de force by a master poet writing at the height of his powers. The nineteen meditations on “wall-ness” take on the weight of philosophy at times like theologians pre-occupied with “the other,” or psychologists speculating on the nature of the id, ego and superego. But the saving grace in poems that risk verging on the pedantic is how his incorporate humor: many of these poems are extremely funny. “Always love the wall for its other side.” But he was writing poems right up to the end and living the life of philanthropist, scientist, political activist, and entrepreneur he had created in a long distinguished career. He and William Meredith were friends and met in Florida and New England occasionally to take the lay of the land in contemporary poetry and just enjoy a good dinner together. We imagine them scrutinizing the scene over a glass of wine somewhere “upstairs,” as William used to say, Andrew’s eyes sparkling like their Dom Perignon, each man taking pleasure in the other, Andrew delighting in the spoken word, time, like history holding them green and live in the palm of its hand.”   Richard Harteis ,Director , William Meredith Foundation. 2015.
The PROGRAM

5pm.    Andrew Oerke  reads "In the Village. "  (u-tube.)
Andrew Oerke Title Poem from Meredith Award book   " The Wall" 
read by Graeme Berlyn, Yale F & ES.  

Andrew Oerke Poem, “African Twilight Zone”  Ryan C.Jackson, MD, Dean  Caribbean Medical School, Head of Mission, GCEEF Haitian earthquake Disaster. 
Andrew Oerke  reads   "African Witch Doctor”  from “African Stiltdancer”. 
Andrew Oerke  Poem 
“Ngorongoro the great crater wall”  read by Anitra Thorhaug
, Yale F&ES
Andrew Oerke  poem from The Wall, “ The Circular Wall” read by Richard Harteis. Director Wm. Meredith Foundation. 
William Meredith Foundation Award    to Andrew Oerke  by Richard Harteis, Director of the William Meredith Foundation and Publisher. 
Andrew Oerke Poem from "The Wall"  “Genesis”   read by Graeme Berlyn, Yale F &ES.
Andrew Oerke  Poem  “Weather walls”  read by Ryan C. Jackson, MD

Andrew Oerke,  Animal poems from Africa read by Anitra Thorhaug,  Yale F & ES.

Biography of Andrew Oerke.  byAnitra Thorhaug 

Andrew Oerke  Discusses  his philosophy of Poetry

Andrew Oerke reads " Elephant Cakewalk" .

Andrew’s list of books and poems as well as biography and awards is found at andrewoerkepoetry.org

WilliamMeridithFoundation.org   web site contains  its past awardees , their books for sale and William Meredith’s  distinguished live as a poet with his poetry books and awards. 

