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The Connecticut Poetry Circuit was established in

1968 to continue the work of the New England

Poetry Circuit, which was founded in 1964 by the

Academy of American Poets and Holly Stevens,

daughter of the acclaimed poet and Hartford insurance executive Wallace
Stevens. The work of the Circuit is guided by a panel of poets: Dick Allen,
Randall Horton, Vivian Shipley, Clare Rossini and Kate Rushin. The
Circuit is directed by James Gentile who is an English Professor at

Manchester Community College, the Circuit's permanent home.

The panel also judges a state-wide contest of college students poets. Five

student poets are selected each year and tour in the spring.




