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Facts:	

People	of	Nonotuck:	

	
The	Nonotuck	are	one	of	the	many	Indigenous	groups	
from	 Kwinitekw,	 the	 Connecticut	 River	 Valley.	 Their	
territory	historically	encompassed	what	 is	now	Hadley	
and	Northampton,	MA	and	much	of	the	land	eastward	
toward	what	we	now	call	the	Pelham	Hills.1	In	the	early	
17th	 Century,	 English	 and	Dutch	 forces	 pitted	 various	
Algonkian	 groups	 from	 throughout	 Kwinitekw	 against	
other	 regional	 tribes.	 These	 wars	 decimated	 a	
population	 that	 was	 already	 ridden	 with	 European	
diseases	 to	 which	 the	 indigenous	 population	 had	 no	
immunity.	Due	 to	 these	 "beaver	wars,"	 as	well	 as	 the	
colonial	 wars	 of	 the	 17th	 and	 18th	 centuries,	 the	
Nonotuck	 people	 folded	 in	 with	 Abenaki	 people	
throughout	 Northern	 New	 England	 and	 Southern	
Quebec,	 and	 have	 continued	 journeys	 through	 the	
area.	 Many	 have	 family	 connections	 with	 current	
Kwinitekw	 residents.2	Nearby	 territories	 belong	 to	 the	
Nipmuc	to	the	East,	and	the	Abenaki	and	Pocumtuck	to	
the	North.3	

	
	
Lord	Jeffery	Amherst:	The	namesake	of	Amherst,	
MA	and	former	mascot	of	Amherst	College:	

	
From	 1763-1766,	 Lord	 Jeffery	 Amherst,	 the	 General	
who	led	the	British	in	its	conquest	of	Canada	from	the	
French,	 directed	 the	 British	 colonial	 forces'	 action	
during	Pontiac's	War,	an	indigenous	rebellion	ranging	
throughout	 the	 colonies.	 During	 this	 time,	 letters	 he	
wrote	 show	 that	he	advocated	 for	 the	dissemination	
of	 smallpox-laden	blankets	 to	 the	native	population.4	

While	 it	 is	 unclear	 whether	 the	 plot	 was	 ever	
completed5,	 Amherst	 did,	 in	 an	 exchange	 with	 a	
subordinate,	 write,	 "You	 will	 Do	 well	 to	 try	 to	
inoculate	the	Indians,	by	means	of	Blankets,	as	well	as	
to	Try	Every	other	Method,	that	can	Serve	to	Extirpate	
this	 Execrable	 Race.	 -	 I	 should	 be	 very	 glad	 [if]	 your	
Scheme	 for	 Hunting	 them	 down	 by	 Dogs	 could	 take	
Effect;	but	England	is	at	too	great	a	Distance	to	think	
that	at	present."6	
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